IOPSClence iopscience.iop.org

Home Search Collections Journals About Contactus My IOPscience

Time dependent phenomena in transport properties and ~V characteristics of a model for

driven vortex matter

This article has been downloaded from IOPscience. Please scroll down to see the full text article.
2004 J. Phys.: Condens. Matter 16 6789
(http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984/16/37/015)

View the table of contents for this issue, or go to the journal homepage for more

Download details:
IP Address: 129.252.86.83
The article was downloaded on 27/05/2010 at 17:33

Please note that terms and conditions apply.



http://iopscience.iop.org/page/terms
http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984/16/37
http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984
http://iopscience.iop.org/
http://iopscience.iop.org/search
http://iopscience.iop.org/collections
http://iopscience.iop.org/journals
http://iopscience.iop.org/page/aboutioppublishing
http://iopscience.iop.org/contact
http://iopscience.iop.org/myiopscience

INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS PUBLISHING JOURNAL OF PHYSICS: CONDENSED MATTER

J. Phys.: Condens. Matter 16 (2004) 6789-6810 PIL: S0953-8984(04)77410-X

Time dependent phenomena in transport properties
and I-V characteristics of a model for driven vortex
matter

Mario Nicodemi'? and Henrik Jeldtoft Jensen'

! Department of Mathematics, Imperial College, 180 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 2BZ, UK
2 Dipartimento di Scienze Fisiche, Universita di Napoli ‘Federico II’, INFM-Coherentia and
INFN Via Cintia, 80126 Napoli, Italy

Received 6 March 2004

Published 3 September 2004

Online at stacks.iop.org/JPhysCM/16/6789
doi: 10.1088/0953-8984/16/37/015

Abstract

Recent experiments in type II superconductors on the dynamics of vortices
driven by external currents have revealed strong off-equilibrium phenomena,
such as ‘memory’ and history dependent effects in /—V characteristics, which
set in beyond the regime of validity of current theories on vortex stationary
elastic flow. Here we discuss these phenomena in the framework of a simple
model of a Monte Carlo interacting lattice gas moving in a pinning background
under an external drive. Via computer simulations we give a comprehensive
picture of time dependent phenomena in transport properties, response functions
and /-V characteristics of the model and outline its quantitative connections
to experimental findings.

(Some figures in this article are in colour only in the electronic version)

1. Introduction

I-V characteristics of driven vortex matter in type-II superconductors are an issue of deep
theoretical and practical importance [ 1-4]. Even though their (quasi) stationary elastic regime
can be described within collective creep theory [5] or its extensions [ 1, 6], they exhibit apparent
non-elastic behaviours, such as plastic deformations, and strong non-stationary phenomena,
such as ‘memory effects’, found in experiments as well numerical simulations (see [7-14],
references therein and below), which are still largely not understood.

In the present paper we discuss these issues in the framework of a schematic model [14]
introduced to describe the large scale physics of vortex matter in superconductors, i.e. a driven
lattice gas moving, in the presence of thermal agitation, in a disordered pinning background.
We show here, via Monte Carlo simulations, that such a schematic model is able to describe
many of the above properties of driven vortices, ranging from non-linearities in the /-V
characteristic to ‘memory’ effects, suggesting that it does capture some essential ingredients

0953-8984/04/376789+22$30.00  © 2004 IOP Publishing Ltd  Printed in the UK 6789


http://stacks.iop.org/JPhysCM/16/6789

6790 M Nicodemi and H J Jensen

of vortex dynamics. The model simplicity makes it understandable in full detail, allowing
us to depict a clear picture of its physics. Interestingly, such a model is closely related to a
previously introduced driven lattice gas [15] to study off-equilibrium driven systems. These
connections can have important consequences for understanding driven vortex matter.

In previous works [14] we have mainly studied the model dynamics in the absence of
an external drive, i.e. its magnetic creep, and shown that the model is able to reproduce a
broad spectrum of the phenomenology of vortex physics ranging from magnetization loops
and their ‘anomalous’ second peak, logarithmic creep, ‘anomalous’ finite creep rate for 7 — 0,
‘rejuvenation’ and ‘hysteresis’ of the system response. Here we first depict a clear scenario of
many important properties of voltage relaxation and /—V characteristics with their relations to
creep phenomena. After that we mainly discuss topics which have raised considerable interest
more recently, such as the peak effect in the critical current, its relation with phase transitions
in the system, or the strong ‘ageing’ and memory phenomena experimentally discovered in the
I-V (i.e. history dependent voltage responses or critical current dependences on driving ramp
rates). As a result of this study, a comprehensive framework appears of the time dependence
discovered in transport properties and their connections to the magnetic phenomena. In a
nutshell, under typical conditions, as the voltage is measured, the system exhibits a slow
reorganization of its density profile (reorganization is also present in the absence of the drive);
this is at the core of the non-linear, non-stationary slow voltage relaxation.

In section 2 we briefly describe the model used here. In section 3 we discuss the properties
of voltage relaxation and in section 3.1 its most important characteristic timescale, 7. We then
discuss the deep relation of Ty with underlying magnetic relaxation phenomena. Section 3 is
concluded by a short summary of its results in section 3.2. In section 4, we investigate /—-V
characteristics and, in particular, the consequences of the existence of 7y on their properties and
on those of critical currents (such as ‘memory effects’, see section 4.3). In such a framework
we also comment on their off-equilibrium scaling behaviours (see section 4.1) and the presence
of a peak effect (PE) in critical currents (see section 4.2). A brief discussion of the effects of
pinning properties on the overall scenario is given in section 4.4, and section 4 is concluded
by a short summary of its results in section 4.5. Finally, section 5 contains our conclusions.

2. The model

The vortex system in type II superconductors is an excellent laboratory for experimental
and theoretical studies of the influence of thermal and quenched disorder on a system of
interacting particles. The competition between the random force produced by the static
pinning background and an applied force induced by a transport current is studied in a
particularly efficient way through the current—voltage (/—V) characteristics (see [1-4] and
references therein). The current applied to the superconductor produces a Lorentz’s force
on the magnetic vortices. If the vortices are free they will move along with the applied
force. But vortices in superconductors are basically never free. Bulk and surface pinning
together with the interaction amongst the vortices counteracts the applied force. As the
applied force becomes sufficiently large to, at least partially, overcome the restrictions from
the pinning, the vortices will begin to break loose and move through the superconductor. The
onset of motion occurs gradually and this leads to non-linear plastic processes [7, 12, 13].
The consequent voltage drop is a direct measure of the amount of vortex motion. Hence,
non-linear /-V characteristics are measured as a result of the complex processes associated
with the onset of vortex motion. In the last few years it has also become clear that strong
non-stationary phenomena are observed in the vortex system and dynamical effects play
an important role in a broad range of temperatures and densities (see [12-14], references
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Figure 1. A schematic diagram of the ROM model: the original vortex system (left), described by
an off-lattice position field, is coarse grained on a length scale /o and mapped into a lattice model,
described by a lattice discrete field, where multi-occupancy is allowed (ROM restricted occupancy
model).

therein and below). The physics of all these phenomena is the general topic we discuss
below.

Since the theoretical investigation of the above complex properties in real systems is hardly
achievable in full detail, we consider here a schematic model, called a restricted occupancy
model (ROM), described in [14]. We briefly recall its basic features for the sake of clarity.

A system of straight parallel vortex lines, corresponding to a magnetic field B along
the z-axis, interacts via a potential [2]: A(r) = % [Ko(r/)»/) — Ko(r/g’)], Ky being the
MacDonald function, £ and A the correlation and penetration lengths (£’ = c£/+/2, ' = ca,
¢ = (1 — B/By»)~'/?). The typical high vortex densities and long A imply that the vortex
system is strongly interacting. To make it theoretically more tractable, as proposed in [14] (see
also [26]), one can coarse grain in the x y-plane by introducing a square grid of lattice spacing,
lp, of the order of the London length, A (see figure 1). The number of vortices on the ith coarse
grained cell, n;, is an integer number smaller than Ny, = Bczlg /o (B is the upper critical field
and ¢y = hc/2e is the flux quantum). The coarse grained interaction Hamiltonian defining the
ROM model is thus [14]: 'H = % Zij niAijn; — % > Aiilni| — >, Aln;. The first two terms
describe the repulsion between the vortices and their self-energy, and the last the interaction
with a random pinning background. For sake of simplicity, we consider the simplest version
of H: we choose A;; = Ag = 1; A;; = Ay < Ag if i and j are nearest neighbours, A;; = 0
otherwise; the random pinning is delta-distributed P(A?”) = (1 — p)3(A?) + ps(A? — A(’)’).
Particles are also given a ‘charge’ s; = =1 (corresponding to opposite direction of magnetic
flux) and neighbouring particles with opposite ‘charge’ annihilate. The values of the model
parameters in H that we use here (exceptions are clearly written) are: A; = 0.28A,,
Ag = 0.3A0, Noo = 27, p = 1/2. They can be related to the real material parameters as
shown in [14].

In analogy with the computer investigation of dynamical processes in fluids [16], the time
evolution of the model is simulated by a Monte Carlo Kawasaki dynamics on a square lattice
of linear size L at a temperature 7. The considered system size is L = 32, but our results
are checked up to L = 128 (and they are robust to changes in H parameters). The system is
periodic in the y-direction. The two edges parallel to the y-axis are in contact with a vortex
reservoir, representing an external magnetic field. The reservoir has a particle density Nex;.
Particles can enter and leave the system only through the reservoir via the same Monte Carlo
dynamics above.

The system is prepared by zero field cooling and then increasing Ny at a constant rate
up to the working value (usually below N, = 10, a value below the second magnetization
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Figure 2. Under a given applied drive /, the voltage, V (1), is recorded as a function of time at
T = 1.0 (Next = 10). Here we plot V (¢) shifted by V. (i.e. its asymptotic value); the four curves
correspond to the four shown 7. Inset: the decay of the magnetization corresponding to the data
of the main panel, shows a very tiny change in the observed range of currents.

peak [14]). For a given applied field, Nex, we monitor the system relaxation in the presence of a
drive, I, in the y-direction (due to the Lorentz force deriving from a current in the x-direction).
As in similar driven lattice gases [15], the effect of the drive is simulated by introducing a
bias in the Metropolis coupling of the system to the thermal bath: a particle can jump to a
neighbouring site with a probability min{1, exp[—(AH — €[)/T]}. Here, AH is the change
in H after the jump and € = %1 for a particle trying to hop along or opposite to the direction
of the drive and € = 0 in orthogonal jumps. A drive I generates a voltage V [30]:0

V(t) = (va(1)) (H
where v, () = ﬁ :ﬁ; v(t') dt’ is an average vortex ‘velocity’ in a small interval around

the time 7. We consider such an average to improve the statistics on V (¢) and choose At
accordingly. Here, ¢ is the Monte Carlo time (measured in units of single attempted update
per degree of freedom), v(f) = % > vi(?) is the instantaneous flow ‘velocity’, vi(f) = £1
if the vortex i at time ¢ moves along or opposite to the direction of the drive I and v; = 0
otherwise. The data presented below are averaged over up to 3072 realizations of the pinning
background (with A; = 0.28A4¢, p = 0.5 and Ag = 0.3Ap, when not otherwise stated) and
noise realizations.

3. Voltage time relaxation

The first issue we discuss is the structure of voltage time relaxation. Upon applying a small
drive, I, at time ¢t = 0, the system response, V, relaxes towards stationarity following an
interesting pattern in the time domain. In figure 2 we plot, as an example, the quantity
V(t) — Vi, i.e. the difference in the voltage at time ¢, V (¢), and its / dependent asymptotic
limit Vi, = lim,_. o V (¢) as a function of ¢ (for the shown values of ). We plot V(1) — V4
instead of just V (¢) for the sake of clarity, since Vi, (1) may change strongly with I (see below).
In figure 2 it is apparent that the voltage relaxation, V (¢), has two very different parts: at first a
rapidly increasing, and very strongly fluctuating, response is seen overshooting the asymptotic
value V., later on a very slow decrease towards stationarity follows. For instance, for / = 3
in a time interval At ~ 2 x 107!, V leaps from about zero to AV; ~ 2 x 1073, corresponding
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Figure 3. For a given drive / = 1, the voltage relaxation, V(¢), is plotted as a function of
time, ¢, for the shown values of temperatures (Nexr = 10). At very low 7', the voltage decay

with 7 is approximately logarithmic, while at higher 7', an early relaxation (which for small 7 is
approximately logarithmic) is followed by stretched exponentials: V (¢) oc exp[—(t/ty)?V]. The
superimposed curves are these fits (see text for details).

to arate r; = |AV;/At| ~ 1072, This is to be compared with the rate of the subsequent slow
relaxation from, say, r = 2 X 107t tor = 10%, r ~ 1077: r; and ry differ by five orders of
magnitude.

The following long time (i.e. t > 10°), slow relaxation of V (¢), found for not too low
T (see below), has a characteristic double step structure, in agreement with experimental
findings [12, 13, 31]. Typically, for not too low temperatures (as shown in figure 3 for 7 = 1),
V (¢) can be asymptotically well fitted by stretched exponentials:

Bv
V(it) 2 Voo(I)+ AV exp[—(L) i| )

(2%

The above long time fit defines the characteristic asymptotic scale, Ty, of relaxation. The
exponent By, as well as ty, Vo, and AV, are functions of I, T and N,y (see figures 4, 5, 6, 7).

In particular, Ty drastically increases by decreasing 7' (see figure 5) and below a crossover
temperature Ty >~ 0.25 [14], 7y gets longer than our observation window (and in the meantime
Bv becomes much smaller than 1). This corresponds to the fact that below 7, on our
observation timescales we can no longer approach equilibrium. Actually, below 7, a much
slower, approximately logarithmic, relaxation is found, as shown in figure 3 for 7 = 0.1:
V(i) Vo + AV[1+U ln(%)]’l. Interestingly, the same kind of crossover from stretched
exponential to logarithms by decreasing 7 is also observed in magnetic relaxation, as reported
in detail in [14], an important fact that we will discuss further later on. In the inset of figure 2,
for comparison to V (¢) we also plot the relaxation of relative magnetization AM (¢) which
shows a tiny dependence on [ (here M(t) = Ni,(t) — N is the difference of the average
vortex density inside, Nj,, and outside, N, the sample, for more details of the magnetization
see [14]).

Figures 2 and 3 also reveal an interesting pre-asymptotic decay of V (¢), which shows
a pronounced dependence on I: after the first steep rise, for / below a characteristic value
I* >~ O(1), V(¢) relaxes approximately logarithmically in ¢ for times up to scales of O(zy),
while for I > I* a power law like behaviour precedes the asymptotic stretched exponential
of equation (2). This double step structure closely remembers the relaxation of supercooled
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Figure 4. The asymptotic /-V is shown for 7 = 1.0 (filled circles) and 7 = 0.1 (empty circles).
It is obtained by applying a drive I and then waiting a very long time to approach the asymptotic
stationary value of V. We also show (squares) the /—V obtained by waiting only a ‘short’ time
t = 1071, The differences with the asymptotic /-V are apparent.

5
4000 =
2 3000 .
| |
. 2000 . "
> 10 1000 . "
= LT ¥
5 0
0 5 10 15 20 25
ext
2 °
. L
10
0.2 0.5 1.0 2.0 5.0

T

Figure 5. The characteristic timescale of voltage relaxation, ty (7'), as a function of T (for / = 1
at Nexy = 10). The superimposed curves are the fits discussed in the text. Inset: ty is non-
monotonous as a function of Ngy with a maximum corresponding to the location of the second
magnetization peak (here / = lat 7T = 1).

liquids described by mode coupling theory [23]. Actually, we have already discussed the
relations between the present model for vortex matter and fragile glass formers in [14] which
we refer to for further detail.

The above results clearly point out that since V' is a function of time (at least for r < ty),
the /-V itself can be strongly time dependent whenever the system is probed or driven on
timescales shorter than 7y . In figure 4 we plot the asymptotic -V, i.e. the function Vs, (1) (for
Next = 10): Voo appears to be linear on / in several orders of magnitude in the whole range
of temperatures we considered, T € [0.1, 5]. Notice that, due to the intrinsic lattice nature of
our model, for I — 0o V. (/) tends to saturate to a finite plateau. In figure 4 we also show
the voltage corresponding to time f = 107!, V(r = 107"), as a function of I; this outlines
the difference with V., (/). Later on we will discuss in deeper detail the /—V characteristic
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Figure 6. The exponent of the stretched exponential relaxation, Sy (7)), as a function of 7' (for
I = 1at Nexy = 10): By decreases from about 1 (corresponding to standard exponential relaxation)
at high 7' to comparatively smaller values at low 7. Inset: By is plotted as a function of Nexe (1 =1
at 7 =1).
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Figure 7. The characteristic timescale of relaxation, ty (/), as a function of the applied drive /.
For I — 0, ty (I) saturates to a finite value which implies that the asymptotic critical current is
I. = 0. Inset: By is plotted as a function of I (T" = 1, Nexy = 10).

recorded when the system is far from stationarity, as for instance when at low temperatures
Ty is large enough for the asymptotic behaviour being unreachable on finite observation time
scales.

3.1. Equilibration time

One of the most important physical quantities individuated by the above analysis of the voltage
relaxation, is the system characteristic timescale ty. It is the determinant for understanding
the system dynamics and its approach to equilibrium (see [14]). Let us consider first the
temperature dependence of ty, shown in figure 5. In our model, in the region where t has a
steep increase with 7' a Vogel-Tamman-Fulcher (VTF) law fits the data (see the continuous
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curve in figure 5):

Ey
w(T) =19 exp[m} 3)
with 79 ~ 7 x 10%, v ~ 0.9 and 7. ~ 0.01. The best value fit for 7, is then a number
numerically indistinguishable from zero. This fact confirms that in the present 2D version of
the model the glass transition is pushed at 7 = 0 [14].

We notice that in the low 7 regime a power law divergence also fits the data, as shown by
the dotted curve of figure 5: Ty = 19 (T — Tp) ™" + Too, With 79 ~ 1.1 x 103, 750 ~ 1.3 x 103,
the exponent v >~ 2 and 7. ~ 0.1. The presence of a strong increase of 7 close to a VTF
law (or an Arrhenius since 7, ~ 0) or a power law is again a mark of the apparent similitude
with glassy features of supercooled liquids and glasses [23, 24, 28, 29]. We stress that, in
this scenario, T; represents the location of an ‘ideal’ transition, as T, (defined above) is just a
crossover point where relaxation timescales of the dynamics get longer that our observation
window (here about 10°).

In the inset of figure 5, we show for completeness the dependence of ty on Ne.
Interestingly, 7y is non-monotonous with N showing an apparent maximum around the
value corresponding to the second peak in magnetization loops Nex; ~ 13.5 [14]. The increase
in Ty (Nex) found at very small or large Nex are associated to the small and large field first
order melting transitions [14], where the system has a transition from a disordered state to
an ordered one. In figure 6 we show the values of the exponent By corresponding to the Ty
of figure 5 (the data in figures 5 and 6 are for / = 1). The figure shows that 8y decreases
from a value of about 1 (corresponding to a simple exponential) at high 7' to about 0.5 for
T = 0.3. This is again a behaviour very close to the one found in other glassy systems. The
non-monotonous behaviour of ty (Ne) is found in a similar way in By (Nex) (see inset of
figure 6).

Very important is the behaviour of 7y on changing the driving /, shown in figure 7 for
T = 1 and Ny = 10: ty (1) increases by decreasing / and seems to approach a finite plateau
for I < I, with I* >~ O(1). The higher the drive / the faster the approach to stationarity and,
in this sense, an increase in I has an effect similar to an increase in 7. Notice that such a result
is in agreement with experimental findings [12] and with analogous features observed in other
driven lattice gases [15]. The superimposed curve in figure 7 is a power law fit:

‘L’S — .L_‘<;o o0
TV(I)_WBI*)Y]HV “)
where, for 7 = 1, Nex = 10 and A, = 0.3 we find with 7) = 2.6 x 10°, t° = 1.7 x 10°,
I* = 0.9 and the new exponent y ~~ 2. Finally, in an inset of figure 7 we also show the function
Bv (I). Experimentally, the existence of a characteristic time decreasing with I approximately
as a power law has been reported in the third reference of [12], also the exponent y from
experimental data is larger than ours reported above.

Let us notice that the existence at 7 = 1 of a finite ty limit for I — 0 implies that the
flux flow can be activated for any finite /. This confirms that the system’s asymptotic (i.e. for
t — oo) critical current, I., is zero for> T = 1. The asymptotic value of I, can be expected
to be non-zero at lower T or for stronger pinning, as shown later on. The above reasoning
for instance may suggest that in the region 7' < T, since ty (/) — oo for I — 0, a true
asymptotic finite /. can be found, 7; being the ideal glass transition point [1, 14], where by
definition ty (T')|;—o diverges. A consequence of the existence of a finite /. for T < T, would

3 The reasoning can be briefly restated as follows: if I is non-zero then, at least for / small enough, vortices cannot
diffuse; thus they must be ‘frozen’ and t, be very large (infinite).
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Figure 9. The Bean magnetization profile, M, present in the system after a given time t = 10° is
plotted as a function of the coordinate x in the system (x € [0, L]) orthogonal to the direction of
the drive, for the shown values of the applied drive 7 (7' = 0.1, Nexy = 10).

be the possibility of vortex flow without dissipation first discussed by Fisher [1]. In the present
context such a scenario is consistent, but cannot be tested because of the above discussed huge
relaxation time found at low 7 and a T, numerically indistinguishable from zero.

The time dependent properties of the driven flow, and in turn those of I-V's, are strongly
linked to the concurrent vortex creep and reorganization of vortex domains. In fact, both with
or without an external drive, the system evolves in the presence of a Bean-like profile [32]
(see figure 9) which also relaxes with a characteristic timescale 7y [14]. This phenomenon,
in the absence of an external drive, has been experimentally observed in detail for instance
in [33]. An important discovery is that ty(/) and 7y (/) are approximately proportional, as
shown in figure 8. This outlines that the strong non-linear, non-stationary voltage relaxation
is structurally related to the reorganization of vortices during the creep (a fact in agreement
with recent experiments [22]). In particular, in figure 9 we show the magnetic spatial profile
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present in the system (at 7 = 0.1 and Ny, = 10) after a drive I has been applied for a given
time ¢t = 10°: consistent with the above scenario, the larger I is, the flatter the Bean profile,
which corresponds to shorter Ty .

3.2. Summary

Summarizing, in this section we have investigated, in full detail, the properties of voltage
relaxation in the ROM model at given values of the control parameters, 7', Nex and 1.
The function V(¢) has two different parts with very different behaviours: at first a rapidly
increasing, and very strongly fluctuating, response is seen overshooting the asymptotic value
Voo, later a slow decrease towards stationarity follows. The latter, in its long time behaviour,
is an approximately stretched exponential and, for very low T, logarithmic. The relevant
quantity governing the long time decay is the equilibration time, ty (T, Nex, I), needed for
vortex relaxation towards equilibrium. The important emerging features are that Ty appears to
exponentially diverge as T — 0 and it is a non-monotonous function of the applied field, Ny,
with a well defined maximum around the second magnetization peak location, corresponding
to the peak position in the peak effect observed in critical currents (see below). Importantly,
Ty depends on the drive I, decreasing approximately as a Lorentzian when I — 00. An
important discovery is that voltage and magnetic relaxations are strongly linked: in brief, while
the voltage is being measured, the system Bean profile (i.e. density profile) typically undergoes
a slow (usually almost logarithmic) reorganization (which is also present in the absence of the
drive); this induces, in turn, the non-linear shapes of /—V and the non-stationary slow voltage
relaxation.

4. I-V characteristics

In the above section we have outlined the existence of characteristic timescales, in particular
Tty (I, T, Next), which play an important role in the process of voltage relaxation of the driven
system. We are going to consider now some more general features of /—V characteristics and,
in particular, the effects of the presence of a finite Ty, which cannot be ignored above all at low
T. For instance, whenever the system is perturbed and observed on timescales shorter than
the time needed to approach stationarity, ty, strong ‘hysteresis’ and ‘memory’ phenomena are
going to appear.

In the present model the /—V characteristics are recorded as in real experiments: after
fixing the working conditions (i.e. temperature, 7', and external field, Nex;), the function V(1)
is recorded by ramping up the drive I from zero at a given rate y; = d//dr and by collecting
the corresponding values of V. We notice immediately that in all the situations when y; > 7,/ :
the function V (1)) will depend on the system history, simply because the system has not been
able to follow the applied drive. In fact, it is now experimentally well established that -V
characteristics can show strong ‘memory’ phenomena in typical working situations (see for
instance [12, 13, 20] and references therein).

As an example of the /-V found in the present model, in figure 10, we plot the /-V
recorded after ramping I (with arate y; = 5 x 1073) at T = 1 (filled squares) and at T = 0.1
(open circles) for an applied field of Nex, = 10. The low T /-V appears to have the typical
S shaped form experimentally found [3, 4, 12, 13, 18, 19]. As a matter of fact, the -V
are dependent on the ramp rate y; (see figure 12) and their S shape tends to disappear when
y; — 0: the S shape in the /-V of the present model is an effect of short times of relaxation
allowed in the system by the comparatively too large y;. The continuous (7 = 1) and dotted
(T = 0.1) lines in figure 10 are, in fact, the asymprotic 1-V, V(1) we discussed in the
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Figure 10. The /-V is recorded by ramping / with arate y; = dI/dt = 5 x 10~2 for the shown T,
at Nexy = 10. The continuous and dotted curves (respectively 7 = 1, 0.1) are the asymptotic I-V ,
i.e. those where, for a given I, V is measured after waiting t = 10° (see figure 2). Inset: the
differential resistivity, p = dV/dI, for the same data of the main panel. The horizontal lines
are from a linear fit to the asymptotic I-V. The characteristic values I, and I, roughly locate
crossover points in the ‘short time’ p, which, however, disappear if 1 — oo. (Figure from [14].)

previous section, i.e. those recorded after applying a drive / and measuring V after waiting a
time long enough (here t = 1.5 x 10%). As stated, for finite y1, the I-V is non-Ohmic with a
power law behaviour at low I [39]: V >~ pgI® where the exponent «, in general, is field and
temperature dependent (see [39]). For instance, « is about 1.3 for y; = 5 x 1073, Nee = 10
and T = 0.1 (see below). At larger values of / an Ohmic behaviour is observed [39].

Of practical relevance is one of the observable effects found for large rates y;: the effective
resistivity measured in the sample is larger than the intrinsic one (i.e. the one relative to the
‘asymptotic /-V’). This is clearly shown by the differential resistivity, p = dV /dI, plotted
in the inset of figure 10, where again the horizontal continuous and dotted lines correspond to
the asymptotic Ohmic behaviour.

The non-monotonous behaviour of the finite y; differential resistivity, p(/), has often
been interpreted as a signal of the presence of different regimes in the vortex flow, separated,
for instance, by the location of the thresholds /,, and I, shown in the inset of figure 10. In
the present context, however, it appears that they are just transient effects in the non-stationary
regime observed for comparatively too fast y;. The linear behaviour of the asymptotic -V
indeed shows that these ‘crossovers’ in the ‘short time’ p (/) tend to slowly disappear with time,
thus they cannot correspond to transitions among different driven stationary phases [7, 8, 10—
13, 35]. This conclusion holds despite the regular behaviour of /,, and I, with T also
experimentally seen (for instance, I/, seems to grow with 7). An intrinsic structure in the
function p (/) can possibly be observed at sufficiently lower currents and temperatures [35].
Interestingly, at 7 = 0 crossovers between different plastic channels flow regimes are indeed
typically found in the present model as well as in more realistic models (see discussions
in [7, 8, 26, 27, 35] and references therein). For instance, in [26] (where, actually, a different
definition of V and I is used) the flow at 7T = 0 in the region I < [,, was shown to be
characterized by ‘filamentary channels’, around /,, by ‘braided rivers’ and only at higher /
it becomes a ‘full flow’. Thus, here at 7 = 0.1 the thresholds /,, and /,, might be the off-
stationarity, finite temperature rests of these transitions in the nature of vortex flow properly
defined only at 7 = 0.



6800

M Nicodemi and H J Jensen

0.003
3
%8 o009
X e
0.002 | i
= 2 ;
=
0.001 :
0.00 Lazt
0 1 2 3

Figure 11. As in figure 10 the /-V is recorded by ramping / with rate y; = dI/dr = 5 x 1073
at 7 = 0.1 for the shown Ney. Inset: the differential resistivity, p = dV /dI, for the same data of
the main panel.
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Figure 12. At low temperatures the dependence of the /—V on the driving ramp rate y; becomes
apparent. The four curves plotted here are data collected at the same temperature and external field
(T = 0.1, Nex = 10), but correspond to the different shown values of y; = df/dr.

For sake of completeness, we show in figure 11 the appearance of the /—V characteristics,

V (I), and differential resistivity, p(/), for T = 0.1 recorded for several applied fields taken
from a broad range of values. Notice the non-monotonous behaviour of 7, with Ney. Finally,
in figure 12 for a system at 7 = 0.1 and N = 10, we show the effects on the /-V of
different current ramping rates y; = dI/d¢. In particular, it is apparent that by lowering y;
the resistivity decreases, a fact in correspondence with experimental findings [13].

4.1. Off-equilibrium scaling of I-V at small I and T

Now we consider in some details the temperature dependence of the /-V. In figure 13 we
show the isothermal functions V (/) recorded, with a ramp rate y; = 5 x 1074, at several
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Figure 13. We plot the small currents region of the /-V, recorded at the shown temperatures, in
a log-log plot (here Nex, = 10, y; = 5 x 10~*). At high T the I-V is Ohmic, but by lowering
T an apparent departure from linearity is observed, with a new non-trivial long power law region
emerging at low /. Notice that the data at low temperature are taken while the system is very far
from equilibrium.

temperatures in the presence of an applied field Ny = 10. By decreasing T, the I-V curves
become less and less Ohmic and, at very low T, they tend to collapse one on top of the others
on a sort of ‘limit function’ close to a non-trivial power law (the dashed line in figure 13):
V ~I[*witha ~ 1.3for T — O.

The structure of the isothermal /—V appears to be qualitatively very close to the one
experimentally found (see [4, 18-21, 36, 37] and references therein). Interestingly, despite
the fact that at low T the system is far from stationarity, in such a region the /-V can be
approximately rescaled using the scaling relation originally proposed by Fisher [36] and
believed to signal the presence of a ‘vortex glass’ transition in vortex matter [36, 37]:

v =F ! 5
I|T — T.|vG@+2=d - |T — T,|v@-D )~ ©)

From equation (5), as proposed in [36], we define I’ = I/|T — T.|"“D and V' =
V/|IT — T.|"@*Y, and plot in figure 14 the quantity In(V’/I’) as a function of In(I’). In
figure 14 we have only included data for 7" < 0.1, cut off the high 7 region where the I-V
saturate and averaged the data in bins in order to avoid having too noisy points with a plot
drastically worsened. The quality of the obtained scaling is certainly not excellent, but two
distinct regions definitely seem to appear: a flat low I part followed by a power law low
at higher 7. Approximate /-V scaling plots, with the same structure of figure 14, have been
experimentally found in systems where Tt is zero [34]. The scaling exponents used in figure 14
are v ~ 0.35, z ~ 1.6, while T, ~ 10~* is consistent with zero and with our previous results
on the behaviour of the 7 = 0 divergence of ty. The present values of the critical exponents
differ from those experimentally found, the model being too schematic, but are surprisingly
close to those found in a much more realistic XY model with random pinning [38].
Importantly, the present discovery of an approximate scaling structure for /-V recorded
far from stationarity is experimentally confirmed by very recent observations [20]. However,
it is not clear whether the above approximate scaling is either just an artifact resulting from
not clean enough data, or an interesting manifestation of equilibrium critical scaling in off-
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In(V'/T')

Figure 14. The /-V data at low T from figure 13 are rescaled using the scaling functions proposed
by Fisher (see text). Although the quality of the scaling is to some extent poor, a rough structure
seems to emerge with a constant part followed by a power law. We have only considered data for
T < 0.1 (more precisely, T = 1073,5x1073,1072,5 x 1072, 10’1), else the scaling drastically
worsens. We have also cut off the region where the /-V saturate. The scaling parameters are:
v~0.35z~1.6and T, ~ 1074

equilibrium off-stationarity states, or whether it really corresponds to a new form of scaling
appearing in the far from equilibrium dynamics.

4.2. Critical currents and resistivities

From the /-V characteristic it is possible to extract information of practical relevance such as
critical currents and resistivities. This we now analyse in some detail, focusing in particular
on their dependences on temperature, 7, applied field, Nex, and current ramp rate, y;. As in
experiments, we define the ‘effective’ critical current, Ifff, by a so-called ‘voltage criterion’:
Ifff is the current value where V gets larger than Vi, = 5 X 1073, We call Ifff an ‘effective’
critical current since we show below that generally it does not represent an ‘intrinsic’ material
parameter. In fact, defined in this way, the critical current is a quantity which, for a given
T and N, may depend on the sample history and on y; as well (see figure 15). A better
definition for an intrinsic critical current, /., comes from the asymptotic -V, V. ([), that
we introduced and discussed above in the present paper; actually, Vi (7), is by definition not
‘history” dependent. I° is a more practical quantity, since it can be easily obtained, and it
coincides with /. whenever the system is probed on timescales longer than ty (typically, this
is not the case in the system ‘glassy’ region).

Our data about the effective critical current are shown in figure 15. In the left panel of
figure 15 we plot the dependence of I on the temperature (for Nexe = 10and y; = 5x 107%).
We find that at low 7 I decays approximately as a power law with 7'

)

Ty~ ———
¢ (D) (s Dy

(6)
where Iy >~ 0.3, Ty =~ 0.6 and the exponent x; >~ 0.4 (the continuous curve in the left panel
of figure 15). The above fit is reasonable in the low T region (over several decades), but
above T ~ 1 a drastic change is observable: an increase of IS with T, analogous to the
one experimentally found, called the peak effect (PE). The PE, i.e. a sharp peak observed
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Figure 15. The critical current Icerr is plotted as a function of 7' (left panel, where Ny = 10
and y; =5 x 10_4), Next (central panel, where 7 = 0.1 and y; = 5 X 10_4) and y; = d//dt
(right panel, where 7' = 0.1 and Nex = 10). ICCff is defined as the point where V = 5 x 1075.
The superimposed curves are the fits discussed in the text. Interestingly, the so-called peak effect
is clearly observable. In particular, the peak in ICCff as a function of Ng in the present model
corresponds to the second magnetization peak found in hysteretic loops. The sudden rise in Ifﬂ as
afunction of T is related to the melting transition. Also notice the non-equilibrium effects observed
at low 7', as shown by the y; dependence plotted in the right panel.

in the critical current (or a deep in resistivity) when plotted, for instance, as a function
of the applied field or temperature [22, 40—43], is a ubiquitous phenomenon observed in
vortex physics of type-II superconductors. In recent years important theoretical [44—46] and
experimental [33,41-43,47] aspects of the PE have been clarified, showing, in particular, that
the PE is associated to new phase transitions occurring in the system. However, important
questions are still open, as those concerning the origin of the strong dynamical anomalies
discovered in the PE region, including ‘memory’ effects, ‘history’ dependence and apparent
metastability phenomena [12, 17,41, 43,48]. This can be clarified by considering the structure
of 7y, as already discussed in [14, 39], and explained in full detail below.

Actually, in the present framework, the PE is even more apparent when Ifff is plotted as
a function of N, as shown in the central panel of figure 15 for 7 = 0.1. Our data closely
resemble those experimentally found [41, 49]. The location of the maximum in the PE, Npg,
is dependent on the ramping rate y; as discussed below, but importantly it is very close to the
values of the second magnetization peak found in magnetic loops, N, [14, 39]; Npg fory; — 0
is numerically equal to the equilibrium value of Np. In brief, in the present model the PE is the
manifestation in the driven system of a first order phase transition found at equilibrium in the
absence of drive and associated to a ‘second peak’ in magnetization measures [39]. Finally, in
the right panel of figure 15 we show that, at low T, the value of the critical current is definitely
dependent on the current ramp rate y;. In particular, at 7 = 0.1 and N = 10 we found [39]
that I°" decreases by increasing y; approximately according a power law (the dotted curve in
the right panel of figure 15):

. Iy
I () =~ En ™
where Iy >~ 0.7, yIO ~ 1075 and the exponent A; >~ 0.2.

Along with IS, we report on the properties of the resistivity, R = V /I (which by definition
of Ifff is strictly related to it), and the differential resistivity, p = dV /dI. We have already
discussed in the previous sections the I dependence of R and p, thus below we only consider
R and p data obtained by an average in the current interval / € [0.1, 0.5] (which is located in
the small current region of the /—V/, see figures 10—13). Such an average allows us to simplify

the discussion and to show cleaner data.
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Figure 16. The averaged resistivity, R = V/I (filled symbols), and differential resistivity,
p = dV/dI (empty symbols), defined in the text are plotted as a function of 7' (left panel, where
Next = 10and y; =5 x 10_4), Next (central panel, where 7 = 0.1 and y; = 5 x 10_4) and y;
(right panel, where 7 = 0.1 and N¢x = 10). The superimposed curves are the fit discussed in
the text. In particular, notice the saturation towards a finite value of R and p at very low 7. This
phenomenon is analogous for transport properties to the existence of a finite magnetization creep
rate found at vanishingly small 7. It is an off-equilibrium effect.

Of particular interest is the dependence of R and p on the temperature 7 (left panel
figure 16). In fact, one observes that, at very low 7', R and p seem to saturate to a finite value.
In particular, at low T, the following fits are reasonable (respectively the continuous and dotted
curves in the left panel of figure 16):

T\* T s
R(T) ~ Ro (1+T—R> ; p(T) = po (1+Fp) (®)
where Ry ~ 2x107*, Tr ~ 0.1, s ~ 0.3, and po == 2.6 X 1074, T, ~1.5,s" >~ 1.0. The above
finite resistivity values for 7 — 0 are closely related to the saturation of the magnetic creep
rate, S(7), found in the present model [14]. We notice that the value of the exponents ~ 0.3 is
very close to the one independently calculated by the I-V scaling AR(T) ~ |T — T |’
with v(z —d +2) ~ 0.2 as predicted in [36].

Notice that in the present schematic lattice model an interesting counterintuitive effect
is observed: R and p, at higher T, start decreasing with the temperature. This is a non-
obvious fact, which is the analogue of the peak effect in I reported above. The origin of this
phenomenon is related to the presence of a phase transition in the lattice system corresponding
with the peak in R of figure 16. This finding is in agreement with the interpretation proposed
in [50], but the actual mechanism underlying such an effect in our model is different from the
one of [50]. Finally, in the central and left panel of figure 16 we show the behaviours of R and
p with Nex and y;.

4.3. Memory phenomena in -V characteristics

Another effect of the existence of a long, even though finite, equilibration timescale, ty, in the
system is the presence atlow 7T of strongly ‘history’ dependent properties of the current—voltage
characteristic. We have already discussed this issue in [14] and here, for sake of completeness,
we just connect it to the general features of voltage relaxation we have considered above.

At a given value of T and Ny, as in real experiments on vortex matter [13], we let the
system undergo a current step of height /, for a time 7 before starting recording the /-V by
ramping I, as sketched in the inset of figure 17. Figure 17 shows (for T = 0.1, Ng = 10)
that the /-V depends on the waiting time #y. The system response is ‘ageing’: the longer £y
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Figure 17. The I-V, at T = 0.1 with Ngy = 10, obtained by ramping [ after keeping the system
in the presence of a drive /p = 1 for a time ¢y as shown in the inset. The response, V, is ‘ageing’
(i.e. depends on fy) and, more specifically, stiffening: it is smaller the longer #. (Figure from [14].)
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Figure 18. From the data of figure 17, we can define the critical current, ICCH, as the point where

V = 5x 1077 Interestingly, in agreement with recent experimental data, Icerr (tp) is logarithmically
increasing with the time, 7y, the system spent under the current step. The superimposed curve is
the fit discussed in the text.

the smaller the response, a phenomenon known as ‘stiffening’ in glass formers [24, 25]. These
effects are manifested in a violation of time translation invariance of the two times correlation
functions [14] analogous to those of glass formers or granular media [24, 28, 29].

These simulations also reproduce the experimentally found time dependence of the critical
current [13]. Usually, one defines an effective critical current, Ifff, as the point where V
becomes larger than a given threshold (say Vi, = 5 x 107> in our case): one then finds that
I¢T is t and Iy dependent. For instance, like in experiments [13] ¢ is slowly increasing with
to (see figure 18: at T = 0.1 and Ny = 10 for a drive [y = 1); we find that Ifff increases
approximately logarithmically with #;:

I (19) =~ Jy + J2 In(to) )
with J; >~ 0.15, J, >~ 0.008 (the dotted line of figure 18).
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Figure 19. The /-V is measured at 7 = 0.1 and Ngy = 0.4 in a sample with very strong pinning
sites, Ag = 10Ap, and small pinning density, p = 0.2. We show here the non-linear behaviour of
the /-V and their dependence on y;, signalling the off-equilibrium status of the system.

The existence of the slow part in the V (¢) relaxation also affects the ‘stiffening’ of the
response in the /-V of figure 17, which is due to the non-stationarity of the vortex flow on
scales smaller than ty. Actually, in figure 17, for a given 7 the value of V on the different curves
corresponds to the system being probed at different stages of its non-stationary evolution (this
also outlines that the proper definition of I is the asymptotic one).

4.4. Role of pinning

Finally, an important question arising in the context of vortex physics concerns the effects that
pinning has on transport properties. We discuss such a topic in the present section where we
consider higher pinning strength, A”, and different fractions on pinning sites, p. In particular,
we study the strong pinning case where A} = 104, (to compare to the cases A = 0.3
previously discussed). The general picture depicted up to here in the paper is not altered,
however some interesting features appear.

The I-V curves (analogous to those reported in figure 12 where A? = 0.3), at T = 0.1
and Ny = 0.4, are shown in figure 19 in the case of strong pinning strength A? = 104, and
small pinning fraction p = 0.2. The apparent dependence of the /—V function on the current
ramp rate is also clearly observable here. The basic difference with the weak pinning case
dealt with before is that now a definite finite threshold current, Iceff, appears above which the
voltage is positive. Importantly, the value of such a threshold is still dependent on the current
ramp rate y;, as shown in figure 20. The points Ifff(yl) can be reasonably well interpolated
by a power law:

I () = 0y + Jo (10)

where J, >~ 0.25, Jo > 0.0 and the exponent x, 2~ 0.2. Since the exponent x, is small a log fit
could work too, but more interesting is the fact that Jy is numerically zero. This implies that
in the present case with strong pinning strength and small pinning density, the ‘equilibrium’
critical current, Jy, is indeed zero. This is consistent with the presence of a zero 7. and with
the fact that we are at a finite 7'. These findings too are in strict analogy to recent experimental
observations [13].



Transport properties and /—V characteristics of a model for driven vortex matter 6807

0.3 ®
°
0.2 °
»—10
0.1
®
)
0.0
10° 10* 100 107 10" 10 10
N

Figure 20. For the data of figure 19, we define the critical current, I, as the point where V > 0
(within our numerical accuracy AV = 107%). Interestingly, in agreement with recent experimental
data, /. (yy) seems to increase with y;. The superimposed curve is the fit discussed in the text.
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Figure 21. The dependence of resistivity, R = V/I, and differential resistivity, p = dV/dI,
on the pinning density, p, and strength, Ag , are plotted here at 7 = 0.1 and Ngx = 0.4 (for
yi =5x107%).

Finally (see figure 21), we have studied the resistivity, R, and the differential resistivity,
p, as a function of the fraction of pinning sites, p, in the system for two values of their strength
A(’)’ . Figure 21 shows that R and p strongly increase with p, but they decrease with Ag .

4.5. Summary

Summarizing, in this section we have seen that for low 7 the /-V characteristics in the
ROM model have the typical non-linear, S shape form experimentally found. They have
approximately power law behaviours which are dependent on the current ramp rate y;. For
weak pinning strength, Ohmic behaviour is recovered when y; — 0. Whenever y; > 1, h
the function V (/) depends on the system history, simply because the system has not been

able to follow the drive. Of practical relevance is the finding that for large y; the effective
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resistivity measured in the sample is larger than the intrinsic one (i.e. the one derived from the
‘asymptotic I-V’). We also showed that for /—V recorded far from stationarity an approximate
scaling structure a la Fisher is found, whose precise nature is still to be understood. We have
also outlined the presence of a clear peak effect (PE) in critical currents. The location of
the maximum in the PE as a function of the external field is importantly very close to the
values of the second magnetization peak found in magnetic loops; their values coincide for
yr — 0 [39]. We have also discussed ‘memory’ phenomena observed in /-V's, such as its
interesting stiffening behaviours. We stress that known experimental facts on vortex matter
are in agreement with all the above listed properties of the present model.

5. Conclusions

We have demonstrated that a comprehensive phenomenology, consistent with known
experiments, of transport properties of vortex matter can be derived from a simple Monte
Carlo driven lattice model of the vortex system. In this schematic model vortices are dealt
with as ‘particles’, interacting among themselves and with a pinning random background.
They undergo a diffusion thermal dynamics under an external drive.

Our results are briefly summarized in sections 3.2 and 4.5. In a few words, we found that
important ‘history’ dependent phenomena observed at low temperatures (as in the PE region)
originate from the properties of the system characteristic timescales, Ty (T, Nex, I), which
diverge a low 7 and has a broad maximum as a function of the external field around the PE. In
particular, the PE, observed in transport properties as a function of the applied field, corresponds
to a first order phase transition found in the un-driven system at equilibrium, which in turn
is manifested as a second peak in magnetic hysteresis loops [39]. We have also discussed
important properties of /—V, critical current and resistivity. All these phenomena can be
addressed within the general scenario of off-equilibrium ‘glassy’ dynamics of the ROM model.

We have restricted our investigation here to a system of rigid parallel vortices,
corresponding to a two dimensional version of our model. The main effect of the restriction
to two dimensions is that the thermodynamic glass transition temperature T, is zero,
whereas in higher dimensions 7. may be non-zero. For the present general discussion
about off-equilibrium phenomena this fact is, however, not crucial, since phenomenological
behaviours found above the transition temperature (manifested through logarithmically slow
time dependence of creep, ‘memory and hysteretic’ effects in /—V/, etc) are very similar in the
two cases. The significant slowing down at low temperatures makes it difficult in experiments,
as well as in simulations, to approach equilibrium in the vicinity of 7¢: this is only possible
at temperatures above the phenomenological glass transition temperature 7,—the temperature
where the characteristic timescale of the system becomes much longer than any affordable
experimental or simulation timescale. The off-equilibrium physics around 7, looks much the
same whether 7 is zero or non-zero.

The present model appears to describe a broad range of phenomena found in vortex
matter, including a variety of magnetic and transport properties. In this respect, its simple
physical mechanisms may indeed catch some important aspect of vortex physics [1-4], as the
application of driven lattice gases theory [15] to off-equilibrium properties of vortex matter
may open further interesting developments.
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